
2022 started off with a slightly later bud-break, and
moderate weather through the spring and summer. Low
yields across the board with all varietals and vineyards
made the Labor-Day heat wave extra impactful and
forced us to move quickly into harvest mode. Once the
early ripening varietals were picked, the classic SB long
growing season returned, and the final Rhone varietal
grapes weren’t harvested until late October. The 2022
wines retain their freshness and balance, with great flavor
concentration and depth, and an extra kiss of sunshine.
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pH at harvest:
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42
Sta. Rita Hills
100% Chardonnay
72

Loam/DE/Limestone

100% neutral French oak |
17 months

13.4%

22.7
3.15
3.12
7.6 g/L

9/13/2022
3/22/2024
January 2025

 

2 0 2 2  C H A R D O N N A Y
F R A N C E S C A  V I N E Y A R D

S T A .  R I T A  H I L L S  A V A
S A N T A  B A R B A R A  C O U N T Y ,  C A

Aromatic and elegant, the 2022 Chardonnay Francesca Vineyard features up-front floral notes of
jasmine, plumeria, and wisteria, as well as fresh citrus fruits. The palate is lean yet complex, with
flavors of ruby red grapefruit, tangerine, and Meyer lemon rind. Baking spices such as nutmeg and
cinnamon add warmth, while a hint of freshly cracked Sprite can or Canada Dry ginger ale lend a
unique twist. The finish is broad with a vibrant acidity, making for an intriguing tasting experience.
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Francesca vineyard is truly a hidden gem, a humble 7 acre
planting tucked away down Sweeny Canyon on the far
west side of the Sta. Rita Hills AVA. The extreme cool
weather and foggy conditions make this a challenging site
to farm. Vines are planted at high density and low to the
ground, with below average yields, allowing for very small
quantities of these special wines.
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